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“Meet Your Ancestors in Faith:  Biblical Men & Women of Faith” 
 
 
When: Friday, March 20 (7:30 p.m.) through Sunday, March 22 (1:00 p.m.) 
 
 

Where: Carmelite Spiritual Center, Darien, IL 
 
 

Why:  To strengthen your relationship with God 
  To enjoy solitude. 
  To gain support in living your faith. 
  To take a longer view of life. 
  To sort things out. 
  To learn how to recognize God’s voice. 
 

Cost:  Retreat:  $185   
 

Conferences will include: 

 John the Baptist:  The Waning Moon  Mary, the Mother of Jesus:  The Lady of Grace
 Martha & Mary:  The Better Choice   Peter:  The Soft Rock 
 
This retreat focuses on finding Christ in our life.  Each retreatant will have a private room.  Presentations will be 
given by Fr. Jonathan Foster and Sr. Madelyn Gould.  There will be time for small group discussion, quiet reflec-
tion, and well planned prayer services. 

 

SMMP Men’s Retreat 
Registration Form 

 

(Due March 10, 2009) 
 
Name __________________________________________________  Phone ___________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________  City/Zip _________________________ 
 
 
To register, mail this form and a $40 deposit fee (will be applied to the cost of the retreat) to: 
 

     Sr. Madelyn Gould 
     1450 Green Trails Drive 
     Naperville, IL  60540 
 

Please make checks payable to St. Margaret Mary Parish. 
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freedom. And that’s what Jesus was do-
ing here. He was returning people their 
freedom. He was giving them power 
over their own lives. We call that deliv-
erance. We call it liberation. Jesus was 
liberating and delivering people from 
darkness. There are various forms of 
darkness that were controlling their lives. 
We have to keep in mind that Jesus has 
the power to free us from everything 
that seeks to dominate us, as well as he 
has the power to overcome all disor-
ders—every disease. 
 
     Now how this plays out in each life 
nobody can know, and frankly we don’t 
know how it should work. I heard a 
story—I don’t know if it’s true, but I 
have no reason to disbelieve it—where a 
Protestant minister, who had a very well 
established ministry of intercession, used 
to spend hours and hours just praying for 
people. He used to experience messages 
or conversation, you might say, with the 
Lord. One day he was really praying; in 
fact, he was staying up all night long in 
prayer for the healing of a particular per-
son, a man who had a large family and 
who was afflicted with cancer. He felt 
that he knew for sure that the Lord 
wanted this man to be healed. But the 
oddest thing happened, according to him. 
Again, I do not testify to the truth of this 
because I wouldn’t know. But what he 
said was this: that he heard the Lord 
speak to him. It doesn’t mean necessarily 
a voice, but he started to understand 
something. What he understood was this: 
he heard the Lord tell him: “Whether or 
not this man will be healed, I will leave 
up to you, but I will show you the vari-
ous possibilities that lie in front of him 
and his family.” Then in some sort of 
dreamlike kaleidoscope this man saw all 
kinds of different possibilities, that is, 
those possibilities that would unfold if 
this man were healed and then those pos-
sibilities that would unfold if he were not 
healed; and after a certain length of time 
he started to realize that he could not 
possibly make a decision. He realized 
that life is too complicated to impose 
any kind of simplistic idea upon it. 
And so he said, “Lord, I cannot decide. I 
surrender the whole matter to you and to 
your wisdom.” 
 

Fr. Paul’s Homily 
(Continued from page 10) 
 

     We have to surrender to the wis-
dom of God. And we have to believe 
that no matter what happens in our 
lives God will be there. We have to 
believe that God has not abandoned us 
because we are ill. We have to believe 
that God has not abandoned us be-
cause we have financial distress, that 
God does not abandon us because we 
lose a job or we lose a spouse, or we 
lose a child or we lose a parent, or 
whatever. Losses do not come from 
God. They are just part of life. 
Sometimes we are like the people that 
Jesus tried to preach to who think that 
whatever happens, happens because 
God wants it. We don’t understand 
what he is trying to say. He was trying 
to say, “No, what God really wants is 
all of us to thrive, to be full of life, 
but most of all to know the heart of 
the Father.” His healings were just 
that. They were a form of speech try-
ing to wake people up to the goodness 
of God. But that doesn’t mean—that 
doesn’t mean—that the highest possi-
ble good is always the answer to our 
prayers, because we just do not know 
what is really best, not for ourselves, 
not for others. 
 
     Now Jesus himself had to aban-
don himself in trust to the Father 
when he saw life turn against him, 
when he saw his own best friends 
abandon him and betray him, when he 
saw his own religious leaders, whom 
he doubtless respected, decide that he 
had to be sacrificed for the sake of the 
good of the people, when he saw the 
Roman governor wash his hands of the 
injustice he was about to commit by 
handing Jesus over to be crucified. In 
all these instances, this very same man 
who healed the sick had to throw him-
self at the mercy of God, who seemed 
to be away, who seemed to be aban-
doning him. That’s exactly what he 
felt. That’s why he said, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” He 
said that because he wanted to ex-
perience everything we experience. 
 
     Although he accepted that and sub-
mitted to it, it doesn’t mean for one 
minute that it was pleasant, that it  
wasn’t scary, that it wasn’t painful; he 
did not in any way exempt himself 
from fear or from pain or from any 
suffering. Why? Because what is the 

greatest demonstration of our belief in 
God but maintaining that belief along 
with hope and love in the midst of pain 
and suffering? What greater witness can 
there be? That’s why in the early Church 
there was a cult of martyrs, men and 
women who wanted to pour out their 
blood in witness to Christ, because noth-
ing could be a more powerful statement 
and claim of faith. 
 
     But God does not necessarily ask that 
of us. But we do have to figure out what 
it is that God is asking. What does God 
ask of us? That God wants us to prosper 
is beyond doubt. But how are we pros-
pering and when are we prospering? 
And in what way are we a witness to 
God in this life? And who needs our 
witness? And who needs our prayers? 
And who needs our ministry? And for 
whom are we living—for ourselves, or 
are we really living for God? Those are 
the real questions that Jesus wants us to 
ask. Then if we are really willing to 
surrender our hearts, our minds, our 
souls, our bodies, our lives, then he will 
use us as his witnesses. We will be 
amazed, not necessarily that God will 
heal us! Maybe he won’t! But maybe we 
will be amazed if he heals someone else. 
He will heal someone else, perhaps 
through us, perhaps because of us, per-
haps through our faith and through our 
voice and through our hands and through 
our prayers. 
 
     So we have conditions in our surren-
der to God, because when we do we are 
not really surrendering. We cannot put 
conditions on our faith in God or it’s not 
real faith. St. Paul says, “We walk by 
faith, not by sight.” If we could see what 
God is doing, that would not be faith. We 
must walk by faith in the darkness. We 
need to keep our own focus on promises 
of God spoken even in the actions of 
Christ in today’s gospel reading. We 
need to keep, moreover, our hearts 
united to the heart of the Father so that 
the greatest power of all, the power of 
love, can flow through us, because ulti-
mately the greatest hurt is the hurt that 
comes from separation from God. The 
only power that can overcome life’s 
greatest hurt is love itself. 
 
     So we gather for the Mass and we 
bring our hearts and our minds and our 
betrayals and our suffering and our 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Fr. Paul’s Homily 
 

Jesus’ Healing Compassion 
 

Mk 1:29-39 

“The whole town was gathered at  
the door.” 
 
Today we are reading the end of the first 
chapter of the Gospel of Mark, and in 
this gospel Mark is telling us how Jesus 
begins his ministry. He begins his minis-
try of healing. The reason very quickly is 
that he is sent to reveal the true nature 
and the true purpose of his Father—to 
reveal, to unveil, to disclose, the true 
nature and the true will of God. 
 
Now this was not an easy task because 
the people to whom he was sent thought 
they already knew the will of God. 
They thought if people were sick, they 
should be sick. It served them right. It 
was a punishment. They thought that 
God made people sick, because they 
thought, in a sense, that God did every-
thing that happened, created everything 
that happened, that God was in charge of 
everything. They did not understand the 
role that we in our will play in life, not 
only in our own personal life but in the 
life of the whole world. They had not 
come to understand that. They had a 
good faith, and they believed in God, but 
they misunderstood how God works. 
They thought that when someone was 
rich and prosperous, that was his due. He 
had a right to that because he was good 
and God was rewarding. This is not even 
a false interpretation of the Book of Deu-
teronomy. That’s what it says: if you 
were good, your life would be prosper-
ous; if you were bad, you would suffer. 
 
If that’s the only way you will think 
about life, you will reach very false con-
clusions—from the standpoint of Jesus. 
Jesus did not believe that. That’s why 
Jesus had such deep compassion for the 
poor and the suffering and the sick, be-
cause he did not think that God wanted 
them to be poor and suffering and sick. 
He saw them as one like himself: be-
loved of the Father. He wanted to affirm 
them as beloved of the Father. He wanted 
to share with them the heart of his Fa-
ther that he knew in his own spirit. He 
was so full of compassion that mercy 
actually came out of him in a physical 

form, in some cases, like the woman 
who had a hemorrhage, who touched 
his cloak in a crowd, a crowd that was 
pressing in on him. But she touched 
him with faith, with expectation—not 
with conviction—expectation. “If only 
I touch him, I will be healed.” And 
indeed she was. He felt it. He felt 
power come out of him, as it were, a 
physical energy. 
 
On the other hand, there were times 
when he could do nothing. At Caper-
naum on one occasion, the evangelist 
says, “But he could work no miracle 
there so much did their lack of faith 
distress him.” That’s not a good trans-
lation. Really it says, “So much did 
their distrust distress him.” Not lack of 
faith like lack of food in the cupboard, 
but rather distrust—that’s what lack of 
faith means there. 
 
Now the ministry of Jesus to heal 
people waxed and waned with the 
faith of the people, with their willing-
ness to trust, to depend upon God 
and open their hearts to the Spirit. In 
Capernaum on that one case I just men-
tioned, he could work no miracle; oth-
ers places he healed everyone. Today 
he is healing some. Here it says, “He 
cured many.” So sometimes many, 
sometimes all, sometimes no one—not 
because God changes, not because 
sometimes God is loving people and 
sometimes he isn’t, but because people 
change. We change. We do or don’t 
believe in a sense of trust in God. We 
do or don’t open our hearts to God 
whenever we do or don’t receive 
healing. That is true for all the various 
events of healing.  The second point 
made in this gospel reading is that 
there are two different kinds of heal-
ing. One has to do with what we might 
call “ordinary sickness,” and the other 
has to do with what is called 
“possession by demons.” Now, in 
general, the ancient world did not think 
the way we do about disorders, sick-
nesses, and problems. For example, we 
today talk about viruses, bacteria, in-
fections, germs, but those agents of 

sickness, those causes of sickness, aren’t 
the answer to everything. We don’t really 
know what causes cancer. We know 
what causes heart trouble has to do with 
something that is relatively neutral that 
our body actually produces, but in some 
people just too much, clotting up the 
arteries or causing clots in the legs which 
get to the heart and stop the pumping of 
the blood, or rupture the arteries in the 
brain causing all kinds of mischief and 
illness and paralysis and even death. So 
the causes of disease are many. In the 
ancient world they didn’t know any-
thing. 
 
But they made a distinction that we don’t 
make. We don’t make the distinction 
between those illnesses that happen to us 
versus those illnesses that we actually 
cause to ourselves. I’m not talking about, 
necessarily, the kinds of illnesses that 
come from smoking or something, al-
though that might be related. I would 
rather talk about those illnesses that 
stem from our own bad behavior, our 
behavior, our choices that lead to bad 
habits that are self-destructive. These 
the Bible calls “demons.” Why? Because 
people experience their life being taken 
over by something else that they don’t 
have any control over. They find their 
freedom ebbing away. But people today 
also have that same experience. People 
today, in a greater and greater number, 
experience the helplessness that comes 
from addictions. An addiction is a kind 
of demon. It takes over our lives. It 
makes choices for us, but of course we 
have already ceded to it our rights. How 
many addictions are there? People are 
addicted to alcohol. People are addicted 
to drugs. People are addicted to food. 
People are addicted to work. People are 
addicted to sex. People are addicted to 
pornography, and on and on. We can 
give our lives over to all kinds of forces. 
We can make masters of all kinds of re-
alities. Indeed, as the Gerasene demoniac 
said, “We are legion.” The disorders 
that try to control us are legion.  But 
the point is we are not really helpless; 
however, we can’t readily attain  

(Continued on page 9 



 

 

Masses for the Week 

Feb. 21/22 
 

Lectors Eucharistic Ministers Servers Sacristan/ 
Facilitator/ 
Presider 

5:00 D. Wiedeman 
C. Rigali 
M. Wolf 

T. Maicke E. O’Shea J. Harris 
C. Kinney M. Moore M. O’Hara 
M. & S. Schroeder   

J. Popelka 
C. Whang 
L. & E. Holada 

B. Ryan 
Lay Reflector 
Fr. Paul 

7:30 V. Keenan 
J. Brand 
J. Kash 

R. Meeker R. Ruesch T. Zakosek 
W. Cassells M. Palmquist D. Kijek 
P. Diekemper G. Goyette 

C. Malloy 
D. Klouda 
D. & T. Bleifuss 

Fr. Julian 

9:00 M. Oliphant 
C. Flynn 
M. Kapelinski 

E. Vassallo M. Maziarek J. Katsis 
G. Brooks M. B. Sanchez J. Jeffreys 
J. Nolan   D. & M.A. Cronauer 
J. Arnott 

R. Bottens 
P. Cameli 
A. Lincoln 
G. Brown 

J. Rossi 
Fr. Paul 

10:45 R. Eckstein 
J. Kacena 
K. Lorenc 

D. Schober S. Sarovich J. Zabel 
A. & S. Jaworski J. Considine D. Derbas 
L. Riebold I. Van Dril C. Dupont 

J. Canova 
B. Carlson 
L. Miriani 
S. Doughman 

J. Cote 
L. Riebold 
Fr. Jonathan Foster 

12:15 M. Capodice 
M. Douglas 
F. Dybicz 

L. Atwell J. Tylutki R. Willey 
F. Lichon L. Jakobsze M. Moore 
M. Perich T. Chennikkara 

M. Reilly 
T. Ivers 
A. & A. Charicki 

Fr. Jonathan Foster 

11 

Monday—Feb. 16 
   8:15—Virginia Pesavento — Family 
Tuesday—Feb. 17 
   8:15—Purgatorial Society 
Wednesday—Feb. 18 
   8:15—Purgatorial Society 
Thursday—Feb. 19 
   8:15—Purgatorial Society 
Friday—Feb. 20 
   8:15—Purgatorial Society 
Saturday—Feb. 21 
   8:15—Brian Boe — Family 
   5:00—Stephanie O’Brien — Mother 
Sunday—Feb. 22 
   7:30—George Rizza — Evelyn Felbinger 
   9:00—Jack Cook — Paul & Joanne Fries 
  10:45*—Marie Ptak — Richard & Diane Kelly 
  12:15—For the Parish Family 
 
*Interpreted for the deaf 

Please remember in your prayers 
those members of our parish and  
family and friends who have  

recently passed away. 

 

Kenneth Mulcrone 
Helen Sandors, sister of Al Bajusz 
Lynn Driscoll, daughter of Lou & Janet Hulsey 

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

 

Feb. 21     Fr. Paul 
Feb. 28     Fr. Paul 
Mar. 7     Fr. Paul 
Mar. 14     Fr. Paul 
March 21    Fr. Paul 



 

 

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS 
SERRA CLUB OF DUPAGE 

A VOCATION VIEW 
 

Today the choice is yours:  fire or water, life or death.  Stand up 
Straight, Christian, your God has chosen you to live the better life. 

 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
 
 
 

I.   Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 — The leper will dwell apart, making an 
abode outside the camp. 

II.  1 Corinthians 10:31—11:1 — Do everything for the glory of 
God; be imitators of Christ. 

Gospel—Mark 1:40-45 — The leprosy left him immediately, and he 
was made clean. 

SMM Parish Notes 
• Nursery—service for toddlers and preschoolers is available in 

Room 16 on the upper level during the 9:00 and 10:45 Sunday 
Masses. 

 
• Pastoral Care for the Homebound—Please notify the parish 

office, 369-0777, of any parishioner who is hospitalized or 
homebound so we can visit, bring the Eucharist, and pray for 
them.  Hospitals do not notify us of parishioners’ admittance. 
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St. Margaret Mary Parish 
Naperville/Lisle  --  630-369-0777   

Parish Staff 
 

Art & Environment Coordinator 
Mary Lou Krauss 
 

Bookkeeper 
Pat Henke 
 

Business Manager 
Michael Prus 
 
Capital Campaign 
Rosalie Fall 
 
Custodian 
Henry Vrbecky 
 
Deacons (Permanent) 
Deacon Ken Miles 
Deacon Terry Taylor 
 
Justice/Outreach Minister 
Tom Cordaro 
 
Music Director 
John Schlaman 
 
Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor 
Mary Straub 

 
Pastoral Associate 
Sr. Madelyn Gould, S.S.S.F. 
 
Pastoral Council President 
Jim Krema 
 
Priests 
Rev. Paul Hottinger, Pastor 
Julian von Duerbeck, OSB, Weekend Asst. 
Jonathan Foster, OFM, Weekend Asst. 
 

Receptionists 
Rosalie Fall  &  Rita Thompson 
 
 

Director of Religious Ed., Pre-school - 5  
Sue Davey. 
 
Youth Ministry - Jr. High Director 
Patti Guare 
 
Youth Ministry - High School Director 
Candy Rice 
 
Religious Education Secretary 
Loretta Mercadante 
 
Religious Education Staff Assistant 
Mary Costello 

 

GIFT BEARER FAMILIES 
 
 

Saturday, Feb. 21: 
5:00 — TBA 
Sunday, Feb. 22: 
7:30 — Norb & Theresa Crowe  9:00 — TBA 
10:45 — TBA    12:15 — TBA 

Give God the Glory 
A curious feature of the first half of Mark’s Gospel is the pattern of 
Jesus working a miracle, then telling the recipient of the miracle to 
keep still about it. Many theories have been offered: Mark is setting 
the stage for the great “secret” revealed when Peter will proclaim Je-
sus the Messiah at Caesarea Philippi; more skeptical commentators 
offer that Jesus, fully aware of human nature, knew that the way to 
spread the news was to tell people to keep it secret. The insight into 
this secret-keeping that serves us well, however, is that Jesus was ini-
tiating his public ministry according to the pattern that Paul describes: 
he was doing it for the glory of God—not for his own benefit, but for 
that of all. Paul would later write in Philippians that Jesus “humbled” 
himself to become like us. And we see this humility at work in to-
day’s healing of the leper. Jesus is trying to reveal the presence of 
God’s reign among the people, not so that he himself might receive 
the glory, but so that God would be glorified through him. Imitating 
this pattern, which Paul encourages the Jewish and Greek Christian 
factions in Corinth to do, still serves us well today. 
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